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9. CAMPAIGN TO ELEVATE THE PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Federation wage a concerted campaign to elevate the physical infrastructure of public schools.
The maintenance of our public schools should not rest on the goodwill of public teachers and the hard-working school communities who fundraise and provide working bees.
This Conference reiterates NSW Teachers Federation policy in its opposition to the placement of un-flued gas heaters in NSW schools and colleges.  We remind the NSW DET and the NSW Government it is their 
responsibility to provide a safe and healthy environment for all students and teachers in NSW.  Clearly, 
both the Government and DET have abrogated and neglected this responsibility.  To this end this Conference demands the following from the NSW DET and the NSW Government:

· the removal of all un-flued gas heaters from NSW schools and colleges, to be completed over the next five years.  These heaters should be replaced with either flued gas heaters or alternative sources of heating in line with environmental and climatic conditions.

· that no new school or college buildings to be fitted with un-flued gas heaters

· the instigation of new building codes for the construction of new schools and colleges which take into account both the environmental and climatic conditions of the location of the new site.  Currently the NSW DET and NSW Government is using one design to build new schools and colleges regardless of location.  This ‘one size fits all’ approach is environmentally irresponsible and poses a real threat to the health and safety of both students and staff across NSW.

· design and build all future schools and colleges with world’s best practice passive heating and cooling features to minimise energy demands, and that classroom practitioners be involved in these designs.

· develop a program, including funding for retrofitting passive heating and cooling systems in older buildings wherever feasible.

· recognise that reverse-cycle air conditioners may be the most energy efficient active heating and cooling systems BUT ONLY if they are well maintained and used appropriately.  Therefore the DET must put in place effective statewide training, regular maintenance, and management systems that ensure this.

· form a working party, with Federation representation, to immediately commence the replacement of un-flued heaters with the least polluting healthy alternative.
Federation officers are to raise these issues with the Minister and DET as soon as possible.  In the event of unsatisfactory progress, Senior Officers are to bring a campaign strategy to the earliest possible Council for implementation.
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